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A youthful
symbol of
Maine’s creative
economy,
Buckfield artist
and teacher
Jonathan Mess
‘reinvents’
found objects —
like the artifacts
inside the Bates
Mill complex in
Lewiston —

for a2 massive
project that
elicits fresh new
stories from the
remnants of *
the past.

IN TODAY'S
PAPER

The creative economy
Is anew mode! for
Maine development.
Insight, 1C

Maine already
receives significant
financial benefits from
the creative economy,
according to new.
research, Buc officials
are working to
increase the economic
activiey related toart
and culture.

Sunday Business, |1F

but

By BOB KEYES
Staff Writer

LEWISTON — Jonathan Mess
is ail about rebirth.

The Buclfield arfist enjoys tak-
ing found objects and giving them
new life, new context and an
entirely new frame of reference.

As such, he's the perfect choice
to serve as the de facto artist-in-
residence for this week's Blaine
House Conference on Maine's
Creative Economy, which will
attract more than 600 people lo
the Bates Mil complex in
Lewiston.

Armed with data and brim-
ming with |dca.s, puhcynﬂnezs,

ey , Cre-
ative entrepreneurs and others
will gather over two days to talk
about Maine's cultural resources
and brainstorm ways the slate
can encourage growth in its cre-
ative economic sectors.

In style and substance, Mess is
symbolic of their efforts. He's a
young art-entrepreneur who
came lo Maine because of the
state’s creative spirit. In his work,
he takes what is old ana inakes it
new.,

Sinea 'ebruary, the 29-year-old
amust and art teacher has been
seavenging the bowels of the mill,
collecting  discarded machine
parts and throw-away items and
incorporating them in a sculp-
fural installation that will serve
as the centerpicce for the
conference,

In its final form, the installation

will consist of several large pan-
els that will hang from the ceiling
of the mill, reflecting its past
while imagining its future,

“I am taking all the remnants
of the industrial revolution and
turning it back into art. T am re-
creating i, reinventing it and
redefining it,” said Mess, who
teaches art at Leavitt Area High
Sehool in Turner.

“Way back when, the Bates
Mill made textiles. This confer-
ence is about the future and
thinking ahead, and what are we
going to do with all these old
buildings all over Maine? I am
{aking something that is consid-
ered refuse, and I have a vision
forit”

Mess got the idea several
months ago when a friend told
him that the conference was
coming to Lewiston. His original

Plecise see CREATIVE, Page SE

Sm_[]‘rinurwbyum;jum

ded the keys to til: Bates Mill complex in Lewiston for his latest project, 29-year-old artist
M ed Jacquard pattern cards and other found objects into one of more than a
dmn panels that will be part ol'nn claborate installation at this weelc’s conference on the creative econony

BLAINE HOUSE GONFERENCE ON MAINE'S CREATIVE ECONOMY

‘When: Thursday and Friday
Where: Bates Mill, Lewiston
For information: www.maine
creativeeconomy.org
Details: Thursday's Maine's
Creative Economy Showcase
is open to the public from
noon o 4 p.m. and will
include exhibidons, films, art
installations, museum tours
and other eventsThe bulk of
the canference takes place all
day Friday. More inside, 5E

Mess holds up one of his
nearly finished panels.
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I TASTE & TELL

C.Z Cramer

rate birthday dinners underw
the eourse of our visit, and pat
all generations.

We began with the house-m
country paté, which was good
Two neat slices of a semi-coar
tender mixture of goose liver :
were pleasantly classic and su
seasoned. Extremely chilled, {
was served a bit unceremonio:
a curly lettuce leaf flanked by :
tering of small pickled onions
capers. No toasts were provid:
there were slices of warm, soft
baguette in a basket we'd alre:
been served with a souflé cup
whipped butter.

Baked stuffed clams ($4.95)
not served on the half-shell as
expected. Instead, a small gra
arrived hot from the broiler co
ing a smattering of chopped ¢l
mixed with a lot of generic cra
crumb stuffing. There was a tc
of bland cheese that lostits ch
once it cooled. The dish felt an
tasted contrived of packaged
restaurant-supply ingredients.

Other appetizers included e
gols Bourguignonne with garli
ter and shrimp coclitail (each
and smoked salmon ($4.95), Tt
was good old onion soup gratir
crock ($3.95), clam chowder an
nther soups du jour— beel mus

ng today's matinee performan
Gve Tnsler’s “Ni Targ
he Theater Project, 14 School |

Cast members and director| '
opher Price will join Vitelli. .

The play tells the tale of two.
an women who are sent to Bo;
he American government to b
ive Wornen survivors in a refug
:amp. Ensler wrote the play afl
rip to Bosnia to explore the col
jons of women there. :

Vitelli has run an internation
vomen's group called the Lear
Dxchange and hosted represer
ives from the former Yugoslay
neluding Bosnia,

The playruns through May 1
nrmanee Hmes are 7:30 p.m. T
2y, & ;1 . Friday aul Saliirday
. Sunday.

For reservations or informabi
all 720-8584 or email
ieater.project@verizonnet.

Vodiczko to'speak
it MCA commencement

The speaker for the 93rd ann
Taine Callege of Art commenc
: Krzysztol Wodiezko, internat
ecognized new-media artist an
isual-arls professorin the Dep
rent of Architecture at the Ma:
husetts Institute of Technolog

idea was to concoct an art installation
windows, with one leading to anoth
treet.

 from Page 1E

of found objects in vacant storefront|

down Lisbon S

The empty storefronts worked as a)
metaphor for the past and future, and
also provided an ideal showcase. He|
assumed people attending the confer-|
ence would walk around downtown,)
and his art would give them some
thing to look at and consider.

He proposed it to friends at Rinck
N.lverhsmg, the Auburn agency that

idea, and suggested he take it to
next Jevel

Instead of completing the installa:
tion in vacant storefronts, why

Massachusetts Museum of Contem

‘Art in the Social Sphere.”

mike themlllhitselfpa:tnﬂahearr? low, is kmown for his exploration of culture and consum-

Right on, Mess concurre erism. “Black Factory” invites viewers to share ohjects
_He met with the mill ger, Who t blackness to them.

signed off on the iden and gave him a the past year af locations including Bates,

key. Mess had access to all unoceu
pied areas of the sprawiing comples
‘which once made blankels, rugs a

present the objects in various ways.

AUDIENCE

CREATIVE [Pope.L. rolls out

transformative
‘Black Factory’

LEWISTON — Lewiston-based artist William Pope.L
will preview his new “Black Factory” installation on
Thursday at Bates College Museum of Art.

ticipatory project will be open in Lewiston for
just one day as a tie-in to the Blaine House Conference of
Maine’s Creative Economy. The next day, it travels to

porary
Adams, in a group exhibition titled “The Interventionists:
PopeL, a Bates professor and 2004 Guggenheim fel-

items from the public. These objects are incorporated
into the installation, a truck equipped to manipulate and

11

E]

baz | FL

:

File phota by John Eving
Antist and Bates College professor William Pope.L
created the installation “Black Factory” to encourage
viewers to rethink their views of black America and
foster discussion about cultural differences.

Art in North

for rethinking blackness, the ‘Black Factory' transforms
the tensions and contradictions of race into a dynamic
field of possibility,” says a statement issued by the Bates
museum.

“The Factory’ performs an inward-reaching outreach
effort. It encourages us to take hold of the stereotypes of
race and class which bind us to our indecision and apathy
and turn them inside out. It ehallenges us to grapple with
the habitual ways in which we consume products, identi-
ties and ideologies. It extends open arms to those who
feel certain that they have already settled all of these

Part performance, part sculpt

Butll.mmﬂmsmusﬂy
For weeks, Mess ered

rpoms and hallways, taking sto cultural differences.

part
“Black Factory” aims to create a mobile markebplace
and laboratory that gathers, shapes and repackages
materials and experiences that form our perception of
black America. The goal is to foster a discussion about

“By collecting, recycling and peddling the ingredients

difficult questions, as well as to those who are siill
actively struggling with them. It asks us to rise to the
task of collaborating in the creation of a community built
not upon erasing but rather embracing our own differ-
ences and contradictions.”

The exhibit will be open from 2:30 to 5 pm. Thursday at
Olin Arts Center at Bates College.

The bulk of the events from this
weel's two-day conference at the
Bates Mill in Lewiston will take place
all day Friday. The speakers include:

8:30 a.m.: John Rehman, chairman of
the Maine Arts Commission, and
Christine Vincent, president of Maine
Callege of Arc Both are conference
co-chairs,

81 8:45 a.m.: Gov. John Baldacci
9 a.m.: John Barrett lll, mayor of
North Adams, Mass,

10 a.m.: Stuare A. Rosenfeld, president
of Regional Technology Strategies,
Carrboro, N.C.

il11:45 a.m.: Felicia K. Knight, National

frame, to which he has attached long
strips of dusty brown Jacquard cards,

Named for a French industria
inventor, each card is punched with 2
specific pattern of small holes)
Inserted into machines, the cardsf

sensibilities and historical referenc-
es. And for Mess, it's an appropriate
medium for his personal artistic
quest.

“T love the found object and the
inherent story it tells. T love to take it
and give it a new story. I love to re-
birth'it and give it a new history,” he
Says.

That process of rebirth is the hall-
marlk of Mess' worle.

“He tends to be very contemporary
andahstmct,andhea]snlsmm
interested and with

He then covered the mass of stulf
in free-form painted patterns, mixing
vibrant colors and styles. When the
paint dried, he removed the indus-
trial scraps, leaving their imprint and
outline on the cards below. To some
panels, he affixed leflover fabric. Oth-
ers he left bare except for the paint.
‘With the exception of many eans of
spray paint, Mess found all his mate-
rial in the mill.
It's totally abstract, raw and hap-

MORE ON THE BLAINE HOUSE CONFERENCE
ON MAINE’S CREATIVE ECONOMY

Moon: Richard Florida, author of “The
Breakout sessions follaw in the

The Maine Music Showcase, hosted

Costs: The musical showcase s free

objects that people tend to discard
He sees value in them,” says artist
friend and co-worker Ronnie Decker.

The qualities that make his art
engaging also make him a good
teacher, she adds. Students like Mess
because of his energy, which he
reflects back on them.

“One of our students said he's kind
of like a humminghi
holds still. He has lofs of energy, lots
of passion. He is one of those who is
50 lmpa&iwned

cateh his passion.”
FPeter Rinck, the 45-year-old presi-
dent of Rinck Advertising, owns three
pieces of Mess' art. Much of the art-
ist’s other work tends to be small,

Endowment for the Arts
Rise of the Creative Clyss”

anude that incorporates rulers.
He saw fhe piece while Mess was
putling it together. When the artist
finished it, Rinck bought it

Rinck likes Mess' work because it's
layered in content and meaning. It's
odd and different, but not esoteric or
random.

“He's very modern and edgy, but
also accessible. I can look at his work
and interpret it in my own way, and I

afterncon.

by Mick Spiczer of Public Radio
International’s “American Routes,”
begins after the breakour sessions,
Scheduled to perform are Maine jazz
Set, 5:30 p.m.; Don Roy Trio, 6:30
p.m.; and Sean Mencher Combe, 7:30
pam.

for conference attendees, 510 for
others.

It rewards you for each obsewaﬁnn."
Rinek says.

Mess hopes something  similar
happens when people view his work
this week at the Bates Mill

“It's & series, and a very readable
geries,” he says, hovering over a
panel still under construction, “But
each one is very different and each
ong has its own story. I'm here to tell
astory.™

Staff Writer Bob Keyes can be con-
tacted at 791-6457 or ak
bleyes@pressherald com

ird. He never

about the arts, it's
The kids get il. They

, full of contemporary

The faculty speaker will be Cuiis

accepting the honorary tiue -
hompson, assistant professor of art Ll i

tor emeritus. Under his leadership,

istory. Ling-Wen Tsai, assistantpro-  the museum emerged as one of the
ssorof sculpture and newmedia,  Jeading small-college art museumsin
ill deliver the invoeation. the eountry, distinguished by the

The MFA class speaker is Barak breadth of its collection and noted for
&vi Olins, and the BFA class the appealing design of its facilities.

peaker is Jake Stotz,

As a Porfland legislator serving in
Commencement will occur at 2

the Maine House of Representatives

.. May 16 at Merrill Auditorivmat  from 1976 to 1986, Nelson introduced
‘ortland City Hall. legislation to set aside a percentage
MECA will award honorary of state-funded building costs to com-
egrees to Hugh J. Gourley I, Merle  mission public art. Approved in 1979,
elson and Wodiczko. Maine’s Percent for Art Acthas gen-

Route #9
Scarborough
883-4871

CLAMER=

SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

BAKE
Fried Haddock Dinner $10.95

inene researcl uii OW uesig, por-
formance and media interact lo
encourage public dialogue for social
change. He is best kmown for large-
scale slide and video projections onto
architectural facades and monu-
ments around the world. Wodiczko
has been a visiting faculty member in
MECH’s Master of Fine Arts in Stu-
dio Arts program and a mentor to
students.

Following commencement, there
will be an opening reception of the
BFA and MIPA Thesis Exhibitions
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White, Pollien selected PhoomPesh. | Lo .*.Q].’ -

for the Carina Residency Dunngh'ﬁﬂer‘ste"“'-"" B

ROCKLAND — Sasha M. White of
Rockland and Robert L. Pollien of
Mount Desert have been chosen for

the Carina Residency on Monhegan
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